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Text: Bush Speaks on Education
Congressman Tom Davis.

I'm proud you're here.

(APPLAUSE)

A member of the Stuart PTA, I presume. At
one time.

His daughter Shelley graduated from the
high school here.

I want to thank you all for coming.

I appreciate the attorney general of the great
state of Virginia joining us, Jerry Kilgore.

(APPLAUSE)

I want to thank all the state and local officials.

Thanks, once again, to the students and parents for allowing me to come today.

This is one of the first stops in the year 2005 for me. And there's a reason why it's one of the
first stops is that we are dedicated to doing everything we can at the federal level to improve
public education.

You can't have a hopeful America without a public school system that's working to the best
of its abilities. I'm optimistic we can achieve that and I'm optimistic we can achieve a lot of
things.

I'm optimistic we can spread freedom, and therefore peace around the world. I'm optimistic
that we can continue to protect our homeland. I'm looking forward to working with our
fellow citizens to continue to spread the great compassion of America.

I want to thank those of you in this audience who have contributed to the tsunami relief
effort. I appreciate so very much our fellow citizens for joining President Clinton and
President Bush in lending your heart, through your money, to help those who suffered.

The federal government will continue to remain focused on making sure the victims of that
natural disaster get the best help possible.

I'm going to continue to work in 2005 to keep this economy of our strong so people can find
work. One way to do so is to keep your taxes low and to reduce the burden of junk lawsuits
and needless regulations on our nation's employers.

(APPLAUSE)

Looking forward to making sure that, to the best of our ability, health care is more affordable
and available.

It's hard for me to come to a high school class and look at our youngsters and say, The Social
Security system is in good shape, when I understand it's not.

To the seniors of America: Nothing's going to change when it comes to your Social Security
check.

For, after all, the system will be bankrupt by the year 2040. And now is the time for the
United States Congress to join with the administration to save and strengthen Social Security
for generations to come.

(APPLAUSE)

To keep this country prosperous and to keep this country hopeful, we've got to make sure
these public schools of ours stay strong. And we started on that road to strengthening every
public school three years ago when I signed the No Child Left Behind Act.

The theory of this law is straightforward -- it's pretty easy to understand -- that in return for
federal dollars, we are asking for results. It makes sense if you're a taxpayer. Makes sense,
frankly, if you're an innovative teacher and a strong principal.

We're leaving the old attitude that it's OK for some students just to be shuffled through the
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system. That's not OK.

And three years ago we began to change the system that too often had given up on a child,
primarily those children whose mothers or dads didn't speak English as a first language or
those children who may be growing up in inner-city America whose mom or dad didn't have
big income levels.

This administration believes and most people in America believe that every child can learn.

If you believe every child can learn, then it makes sense to raise the bar, not lower the bar.

(APPLAUSE)

If you believe every child can learn, then it makes sense to measure to determine whether
every child is learning.

That's called accountability, accountability for results.

Accountability is so crucial to achieve our goal for every child learning to read, write and
add and subtract.

Accountability helps to correct problems early before it is too late. Accountability enables a
good teacher to test a curriculum as to whether or not that curriculum is working.
Accountability allows principals and teachers to determine whether methodology is working.

Accountability also is a way to make sure parents stay involved in the educational systems
across our country. You know, for a while in certain districts, you know, you'd ask a parent,
How is your school doing? And the parent's natural reaction is,  It's the best there is.

In some cases, like the parents here in Stuart High, they're right. But in some cases, because
there was no accountability system, they were wrong.

Accountability system allows a parent or a local official or a concerned citizen to compare
results from one school to another within a district, and from one district to another within a
state.

And that's important. Because by putting parents in the center of the school system, it not
only encourages parental responsibility, it enables parents to demand reform when reform
needs to be done.

(APPLAUSE)

Accountability systems don't work unless there are consequences, and so in the No Child Left
Behind Act if a school fails to make progress, parents have options. They can send their child
to free after-school tutoring or they can send their child to a different public school.

For the past three years, thanks to Rod Paige's hard work, these reforms have been put into
action. All 50 states, plus the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico, have drawn up plans to
measure performance in every school. And the reporting process is beginning to work.

But more importantly than the process of putting the reform in place is that we're beginning
to see results. If you measure, you get to determine whether or not we're achieving things.
Fourth grade math test scores across this nation went up 9 points between the years 2000 and
2003. Eighth graders improved by 5 points in the same period.

In other words, because we measure, I can now stand up and say we're beginning to close an
achievement gap in America.

We got reading scores...
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