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Alaska Finds 10% of BP's Safety Valves In Huge Prudhoe Bay Oil Field Fail Tests

By Jim Carlton. Wall Street Journal . (Eastern edition). New York, N.Y.: Apr 26, 2001. pg. A.2

 » Jump to full text  

 » Translate document into:  Select language

 » More Like This - Find similar documents

Subjects: Inspections,  Petroleum production

Locations: Prudhoe Bay Alaska

Companies: BP Amoco PLC(Ticker:BPA, NAICS: 324110, 447110 )

Author(s): By Jim Carlton

Document types: News

Section: Economy

Publication title: Wall Street Journal. (Eastern edition). New York, N.Y.: Apr 26, 2001.  pg. A.2

Source type: Newspaper

ProQuest document ID: 71762465

Text Word Count 487

Document URL: http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb?did=71762465&sid=3&Fmt=3&clientId=15482&RQT=309&VName=PQD

Abstract (Document Summary)

The failure rate is double BP's historic failure rate of 5% for parts that operate the safety valves on BP's 21 drilling pads in the giant field, according to a
spokesman for the London-based oil company.

BP spokesman Ronnie Chappell said the company discovered the high error rate,  which he described as "running about twice" the normal rate for that
area, while gathering data for a recently opened state investigation into the valve breakdowns. Officials of the Alaska Oil and Gas Conservation
Commission in charge of overseeing the valves say they have received new data from field inspectors showing the number of valve failures in state-
monitored testing so far this year doubles the number previously reported in the Journal article.
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About 10% of the safety shut-off valves in BP Amoco PLC's entire drilling operation on Alaska's western Prudhoe Bay failed to pass state tests during the
first quarter, company officials said, a finding that significantly broadens the scope of a problem recently publicized by workers there.

The failure rate is double BP's historic failure rate of 5% for parts that operate the safety valves on BP's 21 drilling pads in the giant field, according to a
spokesman for the London-based oil  company.

The valves are designed to be remotely closed in the event of an accident,  such as a pipeline rupture. Although there are other valves in the pipeline
system, workers say these are among the most crucial both for safeguarding themselves and the delicate tundra.

Workers' concerns about faulty valves and what they consider BP's overall poor maintenance and design of some aspects of the aging field were the
subject of a front-page article in The Wall Street Journal on April  13.

Critics of President Bush's push to expand drilling into the nearby Arctic National Wildlife Refuge are examining whether the disclosures raise questions
about whether the oil  industry should be trusted to expand drilling there. On Capitol Hill, Democratic Sen. Patrick Leahy of Vermont asked Interior
Secretary Gale Norton about the valve issue during Senate budget hearings Tuesday. Ms. Norton expressed concern and told him she was looking into
the matter.

BP spokesman Ronnie Chappell said the company discovered the high error rate,  which he described as "running about twice" the normal rate for that
area, while gathering data for a recently opened state investigation into the valve breakdowns. Officials of the Alaska Oil and Gas Conservation
Commission in charge of overseeing the valves say they have received new data from field inspectors showing the number of valve failures in state-
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monitored testing so far this year doubles the number previously reported in the Journal article.

Regulators now say six, rather than three, of the 21 oil  drilling platforms, or pads, suffered failure rates of between 10% and 30%. "This analysis raises
concerns about the significant failure rate of various components of the SSV [surface safety valve] systems" in those pads, the state agency said in a letter
last Thursday to BP, asking the company to provide details on why the breakdowns occurred.

BP officials say their initial investigation shows the breakdowns may reflect a lack of maintenance such as lubrication of valves, amid the company's
consolidation of its operations on the North Slope. The company said it is now going through the field to make sure the valves are properly serviced. "We
expect that our component failure rate will return to the historic average," Mr. Chappell said.

---

Journal Link: Should the U.S. government permit oil  and gas exploration on federally protected land? Participate in the Question of the Day, in the online
Journal at WSJ.com/ JournalLinks.

Credit: Staff Reporter of The Wall Street Journal
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