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My grandpa always used to say, "Kids today don't believe in anything." He'd rail on for days about how my generation is composed
of horrible citizens who aren't involved in the fate of the nation. To some degree, he was right. 

Many of my peers are sorely remedial when it comes to one of the most important rights and responsibilities of citizens: being an
informed and active voter.

I'm not saying everyone should be a political aficionado who obsessively wakes up for "Meet the Press." But I've noticed a frightening
number of young people who don't know what they believe in, or worse, blindly affiliate with a certain candidate or let one issue
control their civic decision-making process. 

Why is this a problem? For one thing, voter apathy is at an all-time high. But this can be something young people use to their
advantage. If older, "out of touch" generations aren't piping up as much, then the voices of Generations X and Y will stand out, if only
we use them. Youths rant about how government doesn't care about them, but it's precisely because we don't actively participate in
the voting process. Who panders to a voting group that represents on election day with a whopping 18 percent turnout?

As for those youth who just vote the way their parents vote or let a single issue dictate, they're downright dangerous. Often without
realizing, they throw officials into office, only to realize they are diametrically opposed to that candidate's views in all areas except a
few that they fervently support. 

Many of my acquaintances, regardless of party affiliation, are guilty of being single-issue decision makers. This may not seem so bad
on the surface; I mean, at least they vote, right?

Wrong - this is an often disastrous political methodology. Even people with the best of intentions can be lead astray. Say someone
identifies with a candidate who is "pro-education." If someone decides to support that candidate based on that fact and neglects to
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research the economic, moral and more social aspects of the candidate's platform, often the result is an official in office who does not
actually represent his or her constituents.
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