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Abstract (Document Summary)

In announcing his choice from the Oval Office, President Bush declared that General Hayden, who wore his Air Force uniform for the occasion, had ''vast
experience'' and was ''the right man to lead the C.I.A. at this critical moment in our nation's history.''  Porter J. Goss, the current C.I.A. director, was forced
out of the position on Friday.

Within 90 minutes of Mr. Bush's announcement, John D. Negroponte, the director of national  intelligence and General Hayden's immediate superior, told
reporters in an unusual White House briefing that General Hayden would be independent of the Pentagon and that the admiral who was Mr. Goss's deputy
would be moving aside.

White House officials said that Candida Wolff, the White House Congressional liaison, and Michael Allen, who handles legislative affairs for the National
Security Council,  would shepherd General Hayden's nomination through the Senate. But Joshua B. Bolten, the new chief of staff, and Karl Rove, Mr.
Bush's chief political adviser,  are expected to play pivotal roles. Mr. Rove spent time on Monday in the office of Senator Bill Frist, the Republican majority
leader, but it was unclear how much the meeting touched on General Hayden.

Full Text (1084   words)

Copyright New York Times Company May 9, 2006

The White House moved forcefully on Monday to quell  opposition from Republicans on Capitol Hill over the president's selection of a military officer,  Gen.
Michael V. Hayden, as the next director of the demoralized Central Intelligence Agency.

In announcing his choice from the Oval Office, President Bush declared that General Hayden, who wore his Air Force uniform for the occasion, had ''vast
experience'' and was ''the right man to lead the C.I.A. at this critical moment in our nation's history.''  Porter J. Goss, the current C.I.A. director, was forced
out of the position on Friday.

Within 90 minutes of Mr. Bush's announcement, John D. Negroponte, the director of national  intelligence and General Hayden's immediate superior, told
reporters in an unusual White House briefing that General Hayden would be independent of the Pentagon and that the admiral who was Mr. Goss's deputy
would be moving aside.

Mr. Negroponte said that a civilian, Stephen R. Kappes, was under serious consideration for the deputy spot. Mr. Kappes, who is highly regarded by C.I.A.
officials, left the agency in 2004 after clashing with Mr. Goss.
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In another sign that the White House was trying to make the change in C.I.A. leadership politically palatable to Congress, the agency's No. 3 official,  Kyle
Foggo, told colleagues in an e-mail message on Monday that he, too, was stepping down.

Mr. Foggo, a longtime administrative officer at the agency, had been promoted by Mr. Goss.

Mr. Foggo's conduct has come under scrutiny by the agency's inspector general and, more recently, by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, because of his
friendship with a military contractor implicated in the bribery of former Representative Randy Cunningham. Mr. Cunningham was sentenced in March to
more than eight years in prison for taking more than $2.4 million in bribes from military contractors.

After Mr. Bush spoke, General Hayden made brief remarks, saying, ''There's probably no post more important in preserving our security and our values as
a people than the head of the Central Intelligence Agency.''

In a comment directed specifically to agency employees, he said, ''Your achievements are frequently underappreciated and hidden from the public eye, but
you know what you do to protect the republic.''

White House officials said they wanted to have confirmation hearings before the Senate Intelligence Committee completed and General Hayden confirmed
before Mr. Goss leaves his post on May 26. But Senator Pat Roberts, the Kansas Republican who is chairman of the Intelligence Committee, said only
that he hoped to have the hearings begin before May 26, the last scheduled day of the Congressional session before a weeklong recess after Memorial
Day.

''I want to do it right; I want to be thorough,''  Mr. Roberts said.

White House officials, who in the past have relished fights with Democrats over national  security and said they welcomed the coming confrontation over
General Hayden, began their offensive early Monday, well before Mr. Bush's 9:30 a.m. announcement. Their message was that General Hayden would not
be beholden to the military or Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld,  who has sought to expand the Pentagon's role in intelligence gathering.

''Make no mistake, when he steps in as head of the Central Intelligence Agency, he will not be reporting to Don Rumsfeld,'' Stephen J. Hadley, the national
security adviser,  said on the ''Today'' program on NBC. ''He will be working with John Negroponte and reporting to the president of the United States.''

Mr. Negroponte sounded a similar theme. ''To those who raise a question about the fact that Mike Hayden wears the uniform, and proudly so, of the United
States Air Force, I would respond, they should look at the qualifications,'' Mr. Negroponte told reporters at the White House. ''And I think they can also be
assured that Mike Hayden is a very, very independent-minded person, blunt-spoken, and who I don't think will have any difficulty whatsoever staking out
positions that are independent and responsive to the needs of our civilian intelligence community.''

If he is confirmed, General Hayden will inherit an agency in some disarray. Mr. Goss caused resentment in the 18 months of his tenure when he installed
many of his own Congressional aides and saw the exodus of senior officials who had been at the agency for years.

White House officials said that Candida Wolff, the White House Congressional liaison, and Michael Allen, who handles legislative affairs for the National
Security Council,  would shepherd General Hayden's nomination through the Senate. But Joshua B. Bolten, the new chief of staff, and Karl Rove, Mr.
Bush's chief political adviser,  are expected to play pivotal roles. Mr. Rove spent time on Monday in the office of Senator Bill Frist, the Republican majority
leader, but it was unclear how much the meeting touched on General Hayden.

Senator Saxby Chambliss, a Georgia Republican and a White House ally, said he continued to have reservations about putting a military officer in charge
of an agency that has traditionally been led by civilians. Mr. Chambliss, a member of the Intelligence Committee, said on the ABC program ''This Week''
on Sunday that it would not be sufficient for General Hayden to resign his military commission and that ''putting on a pinstriped suit versus an Air Force
uniform, I don't think makes much difference.''

Two other Republicans on the committee -- Senators Olympia J. Snowe of Maine and Chuck Hagel of Nebraska -- also expressed concerns on Monday
about General Hayden, and each has been critical to some degree of the government's secret domestic eavesdropping program. General Hayden created
the program at the urging of Mr. Bush after the Sept. 11 attacks and vigorously defended it when its existence became public.

But another Republican member of the Intelligence Committee, Senator Mike DeWine of Ohio, said that he was inclined to support him. ''I have always
been impressed by Hayden,''  Mr. DeWine said.

Senator Dianne Feinstein, Democrat of California and a member of the committee, said she was also leaning toward supporting General Hayden. ''We
need a respected, competent intelligence professional who can command respect and manage this growing agency,'' she said in a statement. ''Based on
what I know so far, General Michael Hayden appears to fit that bill.''

[Photograph]
Gen. Michael V. Hayden spoke yesterday after President Bush named him as his choice to direct the Central Intelligence Agency. (Photos by Ron
Edmonds/Associated Press)(pg. A1); Tony Snow, right, in his first briefing as White House press secretary, introducing John D. Negroponte, the director of
national  intelligence. (Photo by Stephen Crowley/The New York Times)(pg. A22)
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