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WASHINGTON, July 20 - He is the son of a
company man, and he has lived a loyalist's life. His
teachers remember him as the brightest of boys, but
his classmates say he never lorded it over them. He was always
conservative, but not doctrinaire. He was raised and remains a practicing
Roman Catholic who declines, friends say, to wear his faith on his sleeve.

And like his first judicial mentor,
Henry J. Friendly of the federal
appeals court in New York, John G.
Roberts is an erudite, Harvard-
trained, Republican corporate-
lawyer-turned-judge, with a
punctilious, pragmatic view of the
law.

"I do not have an all-encompassing
approach to constitutional
interpretation; the appropriate
approach depends to some degree
on the specific provision at issue,"
Judge Roberts wrote in response to
a written question during his 2003
confirmation to the federal appeals
court in Washington. "Some
provisions of the Constitution
provide considerable guidance on
how they should be construed;
others are less precise.

"I would not hew to a particular
'school' of interpretation," he added,
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'school' of interpretation," he added,
"but would follow the approach or
approaches that seemed most suited
in the particular case to correctly
discerning the meaning of the
provision at issue."

From his childhood as the son of a
plant manager for Bethlehem Steel
and a standout student through his
career as a judge and lawyer for the
government and private
corporations, friends, colleagues
and teachers say Judge Roberts has
taken life one step - and one case -
at a time.

Laurence H. Tribe, a liberal
professor of constitutional law at
Harvard, remembers Judge Roberts
as a student there and has kept in
touch with him over the years. He
does not recall Judge Roberts as a
political conservative when he
studied there.

"He's conservative in manner and
conservative in approach," Mr.
Tribe said. "He's a person who is
cautious and careful, that's true. But
he is also someone quite deeply
immersed in the law, and he loves
it. He believes in it as a discipline
and pursues it in principle and not
by way of politics."

In his 2003 written testimony,
Judge Roberts cited Justices Oliver
Wendell Holmes, Louis D.
Brandeis, Felix Frankfurter, Robert
H. Jackson and John Marshall
among the Supreme Court judges
he most admired. One was a

Republican, three were Democrats and one was a Federalist, but all were
deeply influential in their day, and all would make any law professor's
short list of all-time greats.

Judge Roberts's friends say his approach to the rest of his life is similarly
embracing.

"When I look at the people who were his friends, and who are his friends,
there's not a political component to it that I can detect," said Charles E.
Davidow, another law school classmate who roomed with him when they
were both clerking, for separate judges, in New York.

"It's not as if his friends are all conservative, or all liberal, or all anything
else. His friends are his friends, and he's not the kind of personality where
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else. His friends are his friends, and he's not the kind of personality where
conversations with him tend to turn political."

Judge Roberts is indisputably a Republican: He advised Gov. Jeb Bush of
Florida during the 2000 presidential vote recount; gave $1,000 to George
W. Bush that year; and contributed about $2,700 to various Republican
candidates over the years. But he has given more - almost $7,500 - to his
law firm's political action committee, which supports Democrats and
Republicans in roughly equal measure.

In a law school class that included one current senator, Russell D.
Feingold, a Wisconsin Democrat, and one former one, Spencer Abraham,
a Republican from Michigan; at least two congressmen; and countless
managing partners of the nation's leading law firms, Judge Roberts
always stood out, but not apart. Though he earned more than $1 million a
year by the time he left the blue-chip Washington law firm of Hogan &
Hartson to go on the bench two years ago, he often ate lunch in the firm
cafeteria, chatting with co-workers and junior colleagues.

"There are partners who spend that kind of time, and there are partners
who don't," said Patricia A. Brannan, a partner at Hogan. "He always
made time."
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Pam Belluck reported from Boston, and Jodi Wilgoren from Long Beach,
Ind., for this article. Reporting was contributed by Jeff Gerth, Glen
Justice, David D. Kirkpatrick, Neil A. Lewis and Eric Lipton from
Washington; Gretchen Ruethling from Chicago; and David Staba from
Buffalo; and Katie Zezima from Boston.
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