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Presidents Bush and Karzai on their way to
the news conference today at the White
House.
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The Bagram File

Afghan President Declines to Blame U.S. for
Abuse
By TIMOTHY WILLIAMS
Published:  May 23, 2005

President Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan met with
President Bush today and said that he did not hold the
United States to blame for the abuse of Afghan
prisoners by American soldiers and that recent anti-
American rioting in his country was aimed at
destabilizing his government.

Mr. Karzai and Mr. Bush smoothed
over issues that have led to tension in
the relationship between the two
nations in recent weeks, including
whether Afghan security forces should
have a broader role in their nation's
security and questions about whether
Mr. Karzai was doing enough to end
opium poppy production.

Mr. Bush did say that Afghanistan was
not ready to handle its own security
issues, and that soldiers from the two
nations would continue to fight the
war on terror "side by side."

The two leaders also signed a
"strategic partnership" that ensures
long-term involvement by the United
States in Afghanistan's defense and
reconstruction.

"It's a partnership that establishes
regular high level exchange on
political, security and economic issues
of mutual interest," Mr. Bush said.Mr.
Karzai said several times during a
White House news conference that he
did not blame the United States for the
abuse of Afghan prisoners in a United
States military prison in Bagram in
2002, where two Afghan men died.

"We are of course sad about that," he
said. "But let me make sure that you
all know that does not reflect on the
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all know that does not reflect on the
American people."

The Afghan president added: "The
prisoner abuse thing is not at all a thing we attribute to anybody else but those
individuals. The Afghan people are grateful, very, very much to the American
people, and recognize that individual acts do not reflect either on governments
or on societies. These things happen everywhere."

Prior to his meeting with Mr. Bush, Mr. Karzai had said he would press the
United States to turn over Afghan prisoners and to consult with Afghan
authorities before raiding homes and villages to look for insurgents. He made
no mention of either issue during the news conference.

Mr. Bush however, suggested that Afghanistan lacked the resources to detain
some prisoners and said the United States' policy was to "consult" with the
Afghan government regarding military operations. The United States has helped
train about 25,000 Afghan soldiers.

"In terms of more say over our military, our relationship is one of cooperate
and consult," Mr. Bush said. "Of course, our troops will respond to U.S.
commanders, but our U.S. commanders and our diplomatic mission there is in
a consultative relationship with the government."

The president added: "Our mission in Afghanistan and Iraq is the same. I mean,
we want these new democracies to be able to defend themselves."

Mr. Karzai said deadly riots in Afghanistan last week were not directly related
to a Newsweek magazine article, which has since been retracted, that said a
military inquiry would report that a copy of the Koran had been flushed down a
toilet at the American prison camp in Guantánamo Bay, Cuba. At least 17
people were killed during the riots.

"Those demonstrations were in reality not related to the Newsweek story," the
Afghan president said. "They were more against the elections in Afghanistan.
They were more against the progress in Afghanistan. They were more against
the strategic partnership with the United States. We know who did it. We know
the guys. We know the people behind those demonstrations."

Mr. Karzai said his government's goal is to eradicate opium poppy cultivation
in Afghanistan within six years. Poppy farming, he said, could be replaced
with production of pomegranates and honeydew melons, which had once been
grown in abundance in Afghanistan. Poppy cultivation is down 30 percent in
the past year, he said.

"With this trend, and with proper alternative livelihoods, hopefully in five to
six years, Afghanistan should be free of poppies," Mr. Karzai said. "That's the
promise we have given to the world and to the Afghan people. And that's the
promise that we will deliver on. Hold us accountable on that."
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