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In a Military Stronghold, a War Hawk Circles Back
By Paul Richter, Times Staff Writer

JACKSONVILLE, N.C. — With its sprawling military bases and huge population of military retirees, eastern North
Carolina has believed in the Iraq war, and sacrificed for it, like few other regions.

But as summer heat has settled over the piney lowlands in recent days, a debate has unexpectedly come to life
about a U.S. mission that is two years old and counting.

New doubts and divisions have come into view.

It started this month, when Republican Rep. Walter B.
Jones, an original supporter of the war, said he had lost
confidence in the effort and would sponsor legislation calling
on the administration to more clearly define how, and when,
it intended to bring the war to a close.

Coming from the staunch conservative who renamed French
fries "freedom fries" on congressional menus, the
announcement shocked many.

Back home, his change of heart brought denunciations and
stirred trouble for Jones within his local Republican Party.

But it also became clear that others in North Carolina's 3rd
Congressional District were uneasy about the war, for one
reason or another.

Service members' families, watching violence surge, fear it will drag on indefinitely. Others worry it is damaging
the military — or that it has been prosecuted foolishly.

Jones "was right to go after the administration," said retired Marine Col. Jim Van Riper, a veteran of Vietnam and
Desert Storm who supported the U.S. presence in Iraq but faulted the war plan. "Rumsfeld and the neo-cons
have fouled it up from the beginning."

The debate is occurring in a place where support for the military is apparent to the most casual visitor. The
highways around Jacksonville, near the entrance to the Marines' huge Camp Lejeune, are lined with car
dealerships, military surplus stores, barber shops and other businesses festooned with American flags. Signs
urge Americans: "Honk for the Troops" and "Pray for Our Heroes."

As tobacco farming has declined in recent decades, the military has become more important as a part of the local
economy. About 60,000 retirees live in the 3rd District, which in addition to Camp Lejeune is home to the Marine
Corps Air Station in Cherry Point, Seymour Johnson Air Force Base, and New River Marine Corps Air Station.

But these days, residents' anxieties, as well as their pride, are near the surface.

In the steamy parking lot of Jacksonville's Wal-Mart, Christy May, the wife of a Marine serving in Iraq, loads
plastic summertime toys for her kids into the trunk of her car. She said she thought it would be a mistake to set a
fixed time for withdrawal.

"History shows that it wouldn't make sense for us to walk away all of a sudden," said May, 42, of Jacksonville.

But she also acknowledges that she and her husband, a supply and logistics specialist, are split over whether the
United States should be there at all. May is particularly anxious on this day, because her husband told her that
insurgents had blown up his unit's communications hardware, forcing the Marines to travel by ground convoy
rather than in aircraft. "I'm really worried about him today," she said.

Nearby, Kerri Hassell of Jacksonville, a 32-year-old single mother of three, said she was worried about the effect
the war had on a number of close friends who were Marines, including one who was godfather to her children.
She said she knew three young Marines who were about to leave the service. All have doubts about continuing
the war, she said.

"Every one wants it to end," said Hassell, a community college student with a hairdressing business. "They don't
know why they're over there."

In her view, "the government uses the word 'terror' and it just sends us all into a frenzy."

At the same time, the many in the area who support a continued U.S. effort have been outspoken, and the
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debate has seeped into local levels of government.

Joe McLaughlin, a former Army Ranger who sits on the Onslow County Board of Commissioners, has proposed
having the county board officially declare its opposition to a fixed withdrawal date. He is pressing to have the
board vote on the issue at a meeting Monday.

CONTINUED
    1 2 3     next >>

Single page

Ads by Google

If you want other stories on this topic, search the Archives at latimes.com/archives.

Article licensing and reprint options

Copyright 2005 Los Angeles Times | Privacy Policy | Terms of Service
Home Delivery | Advertise | Archives | Contact | Site Map | Help

PARTNERS:    

USMC Apparel & Gifts
Marine Corps Jackets, Coins, Pins, Caps, Sculptures, Steins & More!
www.eMarinePX.com

USMC Novelties & Gifts
3000+ Marine Corps Items 24 hr turnaround on most orders.
www.grunt.com

Military Association
$3,000 free AD&D for active military, reserves and veterans.
www.asmba.com

Marine corps pictures
Date Sexy Marine Singles, Admirers in Your City. Free registration.
www.MilitaryFriends.com

USMilitaryJewelry.Com
Military charms, rings, watches and coins. Custom work on request.
www.usmilitaryjewelry.com/


