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Report of NSA Phone Database Ignites Furor
By Michael Muskal, Times Staff Writer
12:56 PM PDT, May 11, 2006

President Bush today defended his administration's efforts to gather domestic
intelligence on terrorists amid a firestorm created by reports that the National Security
Agency has gathered the telephone records of millions of Americans.

In a prepared statement, Bush insisted that the administration's actions were legal and
were solely directed at foreign groups like Al Qaeda. However, the president did not
directly address a published report that the NSA had collected millions of phone
records.

"The privacy of ordinary Americans
is fiercely protected in all our
activities," Bush insisted. "We're
not mining or trolling through the
personal lives of millions of
innocent Americans. Our efforts
are focused on links to Al Qaeda
and their known affiliates."

Bush took no questions from
reporters. 

USA Today reported that AT&T
Corp., Verizon Communications
Inc., and BellSouth Corp.
telephone companies began
turning over records of tens of
millions of their customers' phone
calls to the NSA shortly after the
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calls to the NSA shortly after the
Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Bush, in the past, has acknowledged and defended NSA programs of electronic
surveillance within the United States to monitor Al Qaeda. But today's published report
paints a far broader picture of the agency's operation.

"The NSA program reaches into homes and businesses across the nation by amassing
information about the calls of ordinary Americans — most of whom aren't suspected of
any crime. This program does not involve the NSA listening to, or recording
conversations. But the spy agency is using the data to analyze calling patterns in an
effort to detect terrorist activity, sources said in separate interviews," the newspaper
reported.

The report prompted anger from the Senate Judiciary Committee, which plans to have
telephone executives explain the program. 

The report could also create problems for the confirmation of Gen. Michael V. Hayden
to head the Central Intelligence Agency. Hayden is the NSA's former director. 

In his appearance, Bush did not directly address the newspaper's charges, but he
defended the overall effort to gather intelligence on Al Qaeda. He used language similar
to the past to explain the agency's actions.

"Our intelligence activities strictly target Al Qaeda, and their known affiliates," Bush said.
Al Qaeda is our enemy, and we want to know their plans." .

"The government does not listen to domestic phone calls without court approval," he
said. "The intelligence activities I authorized are lawful and have been briefed to
appropriate members of Congress, both Republican and Democrat."

MOST E-MAILED
- Firms Want the Grads, but Do the Grads

Want Them?
- Celestial Find at Ancient Andes Site
- Sports Car Esconced as Art in Mansion

MORE NATION NEWS
- Benefit of a Name Is Relative
- Iraq Is Political Fault Line in Contested

N.M. District
- Justice Department Asks U.S. Judge to

Dismiss AT&T Suit

Ads by Google
 

Apartments
Personals
Deals  at  Local

Stores
Coupons
Newspaper  Ads

PLACE  AN  AD

MEMBER  SERVICES
Log  Out
Help
Contact Us
L.A.  Times Archives
Customized  News
E -mail  Newsletters

HOME DELIVERY
Customer  Support
Subscribe  to  L.A.

Times



05/14/2006 11:36 AMReport of NSA Phone Database Ignites Furor - Los Angeles Times

Page 3 of 3http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-051106phones_lat,0,3979664.story

Stop illegal NSA wiretaps
Demand a special counsel to investigate Bush's domestic spying!
www.americasdemocrats.org

George Bush
Should He Be Forced To Step Down? Vote Now To See Survey Results!
www.popularq.com

The Coming World War
Find out what Nostradamus says about the years 2006 - 2012.
www.NostradamusOnline.com

George W. Bush
Are You Happy Bush Won? Vote & Win a Free Razr Phone
bush.peel.com

Hottest Diet in USA
Lose 20 lbs in 3 weeks! As seen on Oprah & 60 Minutes.
www.WulongforLife.com

 
PARTNERS:        Copyright 2006 Los Angeles Times | Privacy Policy | Terms of Service | Advertise | Home Delivery | Permissions | Contact

 


