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Bush took no questions from
reporters.
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Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Bush, in the past, has acknowledged and defended NSA programs of electronic
surveillance within the United States to monitor Al Qaeda. But today's published report
paints a far broader picture of the agency's operation.

"The NSA program reaches into homes and businesses across the nation by amassing
information about the calls of ordinary Americans — most of whom aren't suspected of
any crime. This program does not involve the NSA listening to, or recording
conversations. But the spy agency is using the data to analyze calling patterns in an
effort to detect terrorist activity, sources said in separate interviews," the newspaper
reported.

The report prompted anger from the Senate Judiciary Committee, which plans to have
telephone executives explain the program.

The report could also create problems for the confirmation of Gen. Michael V. Hayden
to head the Central Intelligence Agency. Hayden is the NSA's former director.

In his appearance, Bush did not directly address the newspaper's charges, but he
defended the overall effort to gather intelligence on Al Qaeda. He used language similar
to the past to explain the agency's actions.

"Our intelligence activities strictly target Al Qaeda, and their known affiliates," Bush said.
Al Qaeda is our enemy, and we want to know their plans." .

"The government does not listen to domestic phone calls without court approval,” he
said. "The intelligence activities | authorized are lawful and have been briefed to
appropriate members of Congress, both Republican and Democrat."
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