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ZIP code where you park at night.

Do you currently have auto insurance?  Yes  No

Have you had a U.S driver's license for
more than 3 years?

 Yes  No

Has any driver in your household had 2
or more accidents or moving violations in

the last 3 years?
 Yes  No

 
  R E L A T E D   C O N T E N T 

CHARLES DHARAPAK, AP

President Bush, right, stands with his nominee for the Supreme
Court, John G. Roberts Jr., at the White House, Tuesday, July 19,
2005.
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Former Rehnquist clerk picked
for Supreme Court
Experts say choice might be able to avoid
divisive confirmation fight

By RON HUTCHESON 
Knight Ridder Newspapers

WASHINGTON — President Bush on Tuesday
nominated appellate Judge John G. Roberts Jr.
for the Supreme Court, choosing a quiet
conservative who might be able to avoid a bitter
confirmation battle.

Roberts, a member of the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the District of Columbia Circuit, is a former
clerk for Chief Justice William Rehnquist and a
former legal counsel in the Reagan White House.
His nomination pleased conservative activists,
who generally view him as a solid addition to the
court’s conservative wing.

Democrats held their fire, saying they wanted to
know more about Roberts’ opinions on abortion,
individual rights and other sensitive issues. If
confirmed by the Senate, he would replace
Justice Sandra Day O’Connor, a swing vote who
often tipped the court balance against her more
conservative colleagues.

Bush praised the nominee as a man of 
“extraordinary accomplishment” and integrity.

“He will strictly apply the Constitution and laws,
not legislate from the bench,” Bush said in
nationally televised remarks. “Judge Roberts has
served his fellow citizens well. He is prepared for
even greater service.”

Roberts, 50, who has argued 39 cases at the
Supreme Court and won 25, said he was
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 •  Judge Robert's remarks

 •  Kansas City reaction

 •  Other reactions

 •  Roberts is well liked, but his judicial record isn't clear

 •  Nominee’s french fry ruling, revisited

 •  President interviewed five finalists

Supreme Court and won 25, said he was
humbled by his selection.

“I always got a lump in my throat whenever I
walked up those marble steps to argue a case
before the court, and I don’t think it was just from
the nerves,” he said.

The president signaled his determination to fight for the nomination by interrupting regular TV programming to
announce it at 8 p.m. Central time. The timing gave him a chance to introduce his choice to the broadest
possible audience.

As a member of the Senate Judiciary Committee, Sen. Sam Brownback said he plans to be an active
participant in the confirmation process for Roberts. The Kansas Republican, who hopes for a 2008
presidential bid, called Roberts “brilliant, well-spoken and highly qualified.”

“I look forward to discussing his view of the Constitution,” Brownback said. “Is it a living document or is it a
document that is set and has boundaries to it?”

Sen. Kit Bond, a Missouri Republican, compared Roberts to O’Connor in his “dedication to the principles of
legal tradition.” He said Roberts would “ensure that we continue to have an independent judiciary.”

Abortion rights groups mobilized against the nomination, but leading Senate Democrats were more restrained.
Senate Democratic leader Harry Reid of Nevada promised to withhold judgment.

“The president has chosen someone with suitable legal credentials, but that is not the end of our inquiry,”
Reid said.

The Senate is expected to begin confirmation hearings in September with the goal of approving Roberts’
appointment in time for him to join the court when the new term starts in October.

Sen. Jim Talent of Missouri, a Republican, applauded what he called Roberts’ “outstanding personal record”
but said he did not want to prejudge Roberts before the confirmation hearings.

Roberts’ short tenure on the appeals court “is a reason to vet his nomination thoroughly,” Talent said.

“To me the key is, does he have an intelligent set of convictions and does he stick to them?” Talent said.

White House spokesman Scott McClellan said Bush settled on Roberts after culling a list of 11 potential
nominees in the nearly three weeks since O’Connor announced her retirement. Although Roberts isn’t
considered as controversial as some of the other possible court candidates, he can anticipate a grilling during
the confirmation process. Even before Bush announced his choice, interest groups at both ends of the
political spectrum were poised for battle.

Roberts’ views on abortion are sure to be one of the biggest friction points. While serving in the Justice
Department under President George H.W. Bush in 1990, Roberts was co-author of a legal brief arguing that
the 1973 Roe v. Wade ruling for abortion rights “was wrongly decided and should be overruled.”

Roberts’ defenders note that he wrote the brief in his role as an advocate, not as a judge. During his
confirmation for the appellate court, Roberts said he considered Roe “settled law of the land” and added, 
“There is nothing in my personal views that would prevent me from fully and faithfully applying that
precedent.”

NARAL Pro-Choice America, one of the nation’s largest abortion-rights groups, called Roberts “a divisive
nominee” and vowed to defeat him. The American Civil Liberties Union expressed “deep concern” about
Roberts’ views on individual liberties, without specifically calling for his rejection.

Roberts, a native of Buffalo, N.Y., grew up in Indiana. He graduated with honors from Harvard Law School.
Roberts went into private practice in Washington and made a fortune after serving in the Justice Department
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Roberts went into private practice in Washington and made a fortune after serving in the Justice Department
under the first President Bush.

First glance 

■ President Bush nominates an

appellate judge from D.C. to replace Justice Sandra Day O’Connor.

■ Go to

KansasCity

.com for more on the Supreme Court nominee.

■ Reactions from local, national

figures, text of Roberts’

remarks on Page A-6

Upcoming cases 

The Supreme Court returns to work Oct. 3 and will immediately confront some high-profile cases, among
them:

■ ABORTION: The constitutionality of a New Hampshire parental notification law that lacks an emergency
health exception for minors. Justices could use the case to make it harder for opponents to challenge
abortion restrictions.

■ PHYSICIAN-ASSISTED SUICIDE: The Bush administration’s challenge to Oregon’s law allowing
physician-assisted suicide.

■ DEATH PENALTY: Four capital punishment cases, including one that will determine when prisoners can
use DNA evidence to get a new trial.

■ DON’T ASK, DON’T TELL: A test of a law that requires colleges that get federal funding to allow military
recruiters. Some law schools want to bar recruiters as a way of protesting the Pentagon’s “don’t ask, don’t
tell” policy excluding openly gay persons from military service.

■ RELIGIOUS FREEDOM: The Bush administration’s appeal over a church’s use of hallucinogenic tea in its
religious services. The government contends the tea is illegal and potentially dangerous.

■ POLICE SEARCHES: Whether police may search a home when one occupant consents but another does
not, without violating the Fourth Amendment ban against unreasonable searches and seizures.

— The Associated Press

Matt Stearns, The Star’s Washington correspondent, and Sam Hananel of The Associated Press contributed to this
report. To reach Ron Hutcheson, send e-mail to rhutcheson@krwashington.com .
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