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Abstract (Document Summary)

We don't need a Berlin Wall between the U.S. and Mexico. And it's completely unrealistic to think that any U.S. law- enforcement agency is going to be
successful in rounding up an estimated 11 million people and deporting them all. A new proposal that would criminalize churches and other organizations
for offering assistance to illegal immigrants is ridiculous.

Secondly, Americans are taking great advantage of illegal labor.  Millions of illegal immigrants from Mexico and Central American countries work for less
than minimum wage in this country. They work at farms and at factories and as day laborers and in homes. Many people risk their lives to take these
jobs. Breaking an immigration law pales in comparison.

In the long run the best solution to illegal immigration will come only when leaders of our nation and Mexico agree on a more realistic immigration system
that allows Mexicans to come to the U.S. to work while finding ways to improve the Mexican economy so more Mexicans will want to stay home.

Full Text (557   words)

Copyright (c) 2006, The Bellingham Herald, Bellingham, Wash.Distributed by Knight Ridder/Tribune Business News. For informationon republishing this
content, contact us at (800) 661-2511 (U.S.),(213) 237-4914 (worldwide), fax (213) 237-6515, or e-mailreprints@krtinfo.com.

Apr. 2--The United States will never be able to effectively deal with illegal immigration without a comprehensive solution.

For some reason our nation is obsessed with the idea of stopping illegal immigration. But the solutions being bandied about seem to ignore the economic
realities both in the United States and Mexico that are creating the demand for immigrant workers. And they ignore the desire of immigrants to find a better
way to live and make money for themselves and their families, a desire that has helped build and fuel American economic growth for more than 200
years.

We don't need a Berlin Wall between the U.S. and Mexico. And it's completely unrealistic to think that any U.S. law- enforcement agency is going to be
successful in rounding up an estimated 11 million people and deporting them all. A new proposal that would criminalize churches and other organizations
for offering assistance to illegal immigrants is ridiculous.

If people really want to find a long-term solution to illegal immigration they need to answer two questions: why are people coming here, knowing they are
breaking the law? And why are employers employing illegal immigrants, knowing they are breaking the law?

The two-fold answer:  One, Mexico is a financial, and often lawless, mess. Much of the Mexican population remains dirt poor at home. The options for
making a living there and in the United States would make many rational people choose to hop the border for greater opportunity.

Secondly, Americans are taking great advantage of illegal labor.  Millions of illegal immigrants from Mexico and Central American countries work for less
than minimum wage in this country. They work at farms and at factories and as day laborers and in homes. Many people risk their lives to take these jobs.
Breaking an immigration law pales in comparison.

Much is being made about how much illegal immigrants cost our system in terms of uninsured medical care and social services. But you don't very often
hear about how much the under-the-table system is saving Americans in terms of their grocery bills or other consumer costs.

It's unlikely that black market for labor will go away even if the president and Congress saw fit to retroactively legalize all  immigrants in the country today.
Those people would immediately qualify for the minimum-wage laws that govern all  legal workers, and either the price of goods would have to go up
tremendously, or there would still be demand for even more illegal workers to take jobs that don't meet state and federal laws for wages.
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Meanwhile, Mexico is very dependent on the dollars immigrant laborers in the United States send home, with some estimates saying as much as one-
quarter of the Mexican economy is related to that money. That country has very little reason, at this point, to stop workers from fleeing.

Any supposed solution that doesn't address all  of these concerns is a waste of time.

In the long run the best solution to illegal immigration will come only when leaders of our nation and Mexico agree on a more realistic immigration system
that allows Mexicans to come to the U.S. to work while finding ways to improve the Mexican economy so more Mexicans will want to stay home.

No walls or arrests of church workers will work as a substitute.

Credit: The Bellingham Herald, Bellingham, Wash.
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