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Abstract (Document Summary)

Dec. 28--TAXPAYERS breathed a sigh of relief in November when Congress, working on a federal transportation bill,  deleted $452 million that had been
earmarked for two questionable "bridge to nowhere" projects up in Alaska. The action - which came after Ted Stevens, the 49th state's senior senator,
pitched a major fit and threatened to resign - seemed to signal that the forces of government waste had, for once, been defeated in Washington. But that
wasn't  the case. As it turned out, Congress - in a clever bit of legislative sleight of hand engineered by Senator Stevens - merely excised the earmarks for
the projects but not the funding. The money was allocated instead to Alaska's state government, and the governor up there now has decided - surprise! -
to spend it on the bridges. One bridge, a mile-long $200,000 million structure, will connect Ketchikan, in Alaska's southern panhandle, with an island that
has just 50 residents, plus the area's only airport.
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Dec. 28--TAXPAYERS breathed a sigh of relief in November when Congress, working on a federal transportation bill,  deleted $452 million that had been
earmarked for two questionable "bridge to nowhere" projects up in Alaska. The action - which came after Ted Stevens, the 49th state's senior senator,
pitched a major fit and threatened to resign - seemed to signal that the forces of government waste had, for once, been defeated in Washington. But that
wasn't  the case. As it turned out, Congress - in a clever bit of legislative sleight of hand engineered by Senator Stevens - merely excised the earmarks for
the projects but not the funding. The money was allocated instead to Alaska's state government, and the governor up there now has decided - surprise! -
to spend it on the bridges. One bridge, a mile-long $200,000 million structure, will connect Ketchikan, in Alaska's southern panhandle, with an island that
has just 50 residents, plus the area's only airport. The other bridge, a $2 billion behemoth stretching two miles, will span an ocean inlet from Anchorage to
an undeveloped area called Point McKenzie. All  U.S. taxpayers will, in effect, be bankrolling outsized shares of these two projects, which will save driving
time for only a small fraction of even the relatively tiny population of Alaska. To put this inequity into perspective, the entire state has fewer people, an
estimated 648,818, than the city of Columbus, Ohio, 728,432. Alaska gets $7 back from the federal government for every $1 its residents pay in federal gas
tax, which funds highway and other transportation projects like bridges. Ohio gets back 90 cents. If those statistics weren't galling enough, now we learn,
courtesy of the Anchorage Daily News, that taxpayers in the lower 48 also will be supporting what can only be described as the amazingly good fortune of
relatives and associates of the bridges' Washington sponsors. A few miles from the planned northern terminus of the Anchorage bridge sits 60 acres of
property that is growing more valuable by the minute as a result of the project. The land, with its unobstructed views of the city, is owned by five investors,
one of whom is Art Nelson. Mr. Nelson, chairman of Alaska's state board of fisheries,  is the son-in-law of U.S. Rep. Don Young, Republican chairman of
the House Transportation Committee. Mr. Young put the money for the project  into the transportation bill,  and the bridge is named Don Young Way in his
honor. Another partner in this fortuitous holding is Trevor McCabe, a fishing industry lobbyist who formerly was legislative aide to - why are we not
surprised? - Senator Stevens. Lest we forget, Senator Stevens is the crusty old fellow who attempted to hold a critical defense-spending bill hostage last
week to the petroleum industry's ill-advised dream of drilling for oil  in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. That ecologically destructive ploy didn't work but,
with the bridge funding, the senator has managed to put millions of American motorists in hock for years for a couple of the most wasteful boondoggles yet
conceived by modern government.

Credit: The Blade, Toledo, Ohio
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