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Bush hails Afghanistan as a victory
By Deb Riechmann
Washington
June 17, 2004

President Hamid Karzai, in traditional Afghan dress, after addressing a joint meeting of the US Congress.
Picture:Reuters

US President George Bush has called Afghanistan the "first victory in the war on terror", even though he
and Afghan President Hamid Karzai say the nation remains on a long, rocky path towards peace and
prosperity.
"Three years ago, the Taliban had granted Osama bin Laden and his terrorist al-Qaeda organisation a
safe refuge," Mr Bush said, standing beside Mr Karzai in the Rose Garden of the White House.
"Afghanistan is no longer a terrorist factory sending thousands of killers into the world."
The United States, which in recent months has increased its force in Afghanistan to about 20,000 troops,
is helping to build the new Afghan army and train police and border patrols.
Mr Bush, who has made the war against terrorism a centrepiece of his re-election campaign, has
outlined an assistance plan for Afghanistan that includes a bilateral trade agreement, training for
politicians, funding for schools, small businesses and teacher training for women.
Nearly 500 people have died in violence across Afghanistan so far this year. Many are victims of the
Taliban-led insurgency. Others have died in factional and tribal fighting linked to the country's booming
drug trade.
The country's illicit cultivation of opium poppies supplied almost three-quarters of the world's opium last
year and helps finance terrorists.
"The Afghan Government is adamant, the Afghan people are adamant to fight this menace, to end it in
Afghanistan and receive your help in that," Mr Karzai said.
Robert Weiner, a spokesman for the US Office of National Drug Policy from 1995 to 2001, noted that



07/06/2005 01:32 PMBush hails Afghanistan as a victory - War on Terror - www.theage.com.au

Page 2 of 2http://www.theage.com.au/articles/2004/06/16/1087244974342.html?from=storylhs&oneclick=true

curbing the cultivation of poppies was not on the list of initiatives Mr Bush announced. "They offered
nothing against drugs despite its obvious importance against terror," Mr Weiner said.
Afghanistan's first election since the US drove out the Taliban rulers in 2002 is on track for September.
Security and logistical problems postponed it from June.
Mr Karzai, who is President by vote of a grand council, under traditional Afghan practice, is running
against a number of challengers.
Mr Karzai denied that he had made any political pacts with former Islamic militant leaders.
- AP
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